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~ UGANDAN MAYORS VISIT TEMPLE TO LEARN
ABOUT BUDDHISM AND MEDITATION

The Mayor of Katabi Town council, Mr.
RonaldKalema,andateamofothermayors
fromdifferenttown councilsacross Uganda
recently visited the temple to learn about
Buddhism, temple programs, and activities.
The team included members from the Lake
Victoria Region Local Authorities and Coun-
ties Cooperation (LVRLAC), and their visit
was aimed at gaining insightinto the teach-
ings of the Buddha and how meditation can
bring peace and happiness.

During their visit, the team was amazed by
theteachings ofthe Buddhaandthe serene
environment of the temple. They learned
about the various programs and activities
that the temple offers, including meditation
sessions, Dharma talks, and community
outreach programs.

One of the highlights of the visit was when
the representative of LVRLAC Mr. Paul
Mugambe, also the Mayor of Nakawa in
Kampala city, planted a moringa tree to

mark their visit atthe temple. This gesture

symbolized the team's appreciation of the tem-
ple'scommitmentto environmental sustainability

and the importance of preserving nature.

The team's visit is a testament to the growing
interest in Buddhism and meditation in Uganda.
The temple's commitment to promoting inner
peace and environmental sustainability has
attracted visitors from all walks of life, and its
programs and activities have positively impacted

the local community.




Elizabeth teaching meditation to
Peace School pupils

We are happy to announce that the Buddhist
Peace School (BPS) has offic 1 S ¢/ 7l ficially opened for

its second academic year on February 6th.
The Buddhist Peace Schoolis a unique learn-
ing institution that combines academic
excellence withtheteachings of Buddhism,
helping students develop compassion,
wisdom, and mindfulness. Our school is
committed to providing a holistic education
thatnurturesthe heart, head, hands, health
and happiness of each student.

Ourteam of dedicated teachers is passionate
about creating a safe and supportive learning
environment for our students. We believe
that every student has the potential to excel
academicallyandspiritually,andwe striveto

bring out the bestin each and every one of

them.

Thisyear,weare excitedtowelcome some new
membersandteacherstoourschoolcommuni-
ty. We have admitted 23 more children in vari-
ous grades, and we have also registered 4 pupils
who will be sitting their primary leaving exami-
nations this year. Moreover, BPS welcomed more
teachers and volunteers bringing with them a
wealth ofexperience and knowledge, whichwe
are confident will greatly benefit our students.
Someofourvolunteerslike Julie,areengagedin
continuously empowering our teachers and
giving them more tools and skills in positive
behavioural management, learning approaches,
while teaching French, fine artand otherlearn-
ing areas. While, Elizabeth Mpyisi with her

wealthofexperienceandskillsinmindfulnessis
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teachingboththe preschooland primary mindfulness meditation, which has demonstrat-
ed positive outcomes in conduct and attention of our children. On the otherhand, Cyril is
scrupulously engaging teachers with mind training tools and techniques, as well as teach-
ing maths, finance and economics to upper graders.

We really look to this year as another year of growth, learning, and discovery.

Thank you foryour continuous support, and we are greatly indebted to all of youwho are

generously sacrificingyourresourcesincludingtime, money,andenergytosupportus.

(L) Julie Wyard teaching fine artto preschool pupils, and (R) teaching French to primary pupils.
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Cyriland Bhante while donating some schoolitems for
Buddhist Peace School.
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BHANTE SPEAKS AT THE SCIENCE, SPIRITUALITY,
AND HUMAN AWAKENING SUMMIT

Weare excitedtosharewithyouthatBhante Buddharakkhitawas one ofthe speakersatthe
recentScience, Spirituality and Human Awakening summit, which took place fromthe 13th
to the 15th of February 2023 in Auroville, Tamil Nadu. The summit was organized by the Auro-
ville Foundationin honorofthe 150th birth anniversary of Sri Aurobindo, a spiritual philoso-
pher and nationalist leader.

The theme ofthe summitwas particularly pertinentgiventhe current state ofthe world. The
human community is facing a series of unpredictable challenges, from climate change to
political instability, and itis becoming increasingly clear that we need new ways of thinking
and acting if we are to overcome these challenges.

The summit brought together scientists, spiritual leaders, and thinkers from around the
world to explore the intersection between science, spirituality, and human awakening.
Through a series of talks, workshops, and discussions, participants explored how these differ-
entfieldscancometogetherto helpusunderstand ourselves and the world around us more
deeply.

Bhante’stalkemphasizedthe practice ofrecognizing both relative and ultimate reality while
in Session IV which focused on “Redefining Reality”. What we perceive sometimes is not what
actually itis. Questions like; whatis time? Whatis space? What is matter? is there an objective

really? Longacce lons knovciples of physios are now being challenged by mainstream
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science. Is science calohing up to what the adepts haveui-known? Were broadly
discussed. The acknowledgement that consciousness creates matter, not the other way
around, and that we existin a mi bre chimensional universe, radically alters our world
view, with evolutionary implications. The dialogue also focused on wether we are

approaching thatthat breakthrough moment. This fourth dialogue of the Summitwas

between Geshe Lharampa Dorjee Damdul, Director, Tibet House New Delhi (Tibet
india), and Ven. Bhante Buddharakkhita, Founder Uganda Buddhist Center.
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BHANTE WELCOMED BACK WITH A'
CULTURAL DANCE

The Buddhist Peace School is actively preserving and promoting cultural values through
music, dance, and drama. By incorporating these traditions into the curriculum, the school is
helping to ensure that children have a strong connection to their cultural heritage, whichiis
important for their overall sense of identity and belonging.

OntheFebruary 25,2023, childrenwelcomed Bhante back withaculturaldance and drum-
ming and this was a wonderful way to demonstrate the school’s commitment to cultural
preservationand celebration. Italsoserves asaremindertothe students and staffthatthey

are part of a larger global community that values tradition and diversity.
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SUPPORTING UGANDA BUDDHIST CENTRE

UBC activities are made possible by many supporters from around

the world. Therefore, we are eternally grateful Buddhist Global Relief of
USA, Huong Tu Lovingkindness Foundation USA, Buddhist Fellow- ship
of Singapore, Tan Teo Charitable Foundation, and all our belov- ed
donors from around the world.

UBC still needs your support:

To maintain resident teachers/monastics

To maintain the Temple

To build monks accommodation facilities

To construct and operation of Buddhist Secondary School

How to Donate
1. Fordonors in the USA
1.Please write out the Check/Cheque

Donate Online
Pleasefollowthelinksbelowtomakea

to: secure donation online:

Universal Virtue Buddhist Charities
2. Please Writeinthe Memo ofthe
Check:

Danafor Uganda Buddhist Centre or Bhante
Buddharakkhita

3. Please take a photocopy ofthe
check and send it via email:
ugandabuddhistcentre@gmail.com

4. PleaseMailthechecktothe
physical address below:
UniversalVirtue Buddhist Charities
C/O HungPham

10222 Larson Ave.

Garden Grove, CA 92843

https://ugandabuddhistcenter.org/don
ate-now/
https://dashboard.flutterwave.com/do
nate/hd1cwapst9gc

Please note that this payment gateway
accepts 3D secure transactions only.
This means that only cards that are
Verified by Visa, and Mastercard secure
code willbe accepted. If your donation
doesn’tgothrough, kindly contact your
banktoensureyouaresecured. Thank

you!
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HOWTODONATE. wiretransfer
Beneficiary’sBankDetails:
Bank Name : Orient Bank Limited
BankAccountNumber:41261302010523
Bank Account Name: Uganda Buddhist Centre
Swift Address: ORINUGKA
Bank Address: Orient Plaza, 6/6A, Kampala Road.
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