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In a moment of immense pride and inspira-
tion, Venerable Dr. Kaboggoza
Buddharakkhita, Founder and Abbot of the
Uganda Buddhist Centre, was awarded the
Doctorate of Philosophy at the General
Convocation of the University of
Peradeniya in Sri Lanka.

The event, held on July 24, 2025, was
and

attended by dignitaries, scholars,

members of the international Buddhist
community. It marked a significant

academic and spiritual milestone for
Bhante Buddharakkhita, who has dedicated

his life to spreading the teachings of the

Buddha across Africa and beyond.

This achievement carries deep personal meaning. In
an emotionally moving reflection, Bhante shared that
his pursuit of a PhD was greatly inspired by his late
father, Mzee Malokweza, who once encouraged him to
"study higher and one day become a PhD holder." With
humility and grace, Bhante honored his father's wish,
turning it into a source of inspiration for others walk-
ing the path of wisdom and service.

The award is not only a recognition of Bhante
Buddharakkhita’s academic excellence, but also a
celebration of his unwavering commitment to
education, spiritual leadership, and the growth of

Buddhism in Africa.
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His scholarly journey and practical teaching
continue to shape lives, offering a unique
blend of insight, compassion, and cultural
relevance.

Messages of congratulations have poured in
from Buddhist leaders and communities
worldwide. In one message, Ven. Dr. Sang-
hapriya Mahathero, Secretary General of the
Bangladesh Sangharaj Bhikkhu Mahasabha,

praised Bhante's accomplishment, stating:

“It is very inspiring how committed you are to

learning new things and spreading Buddhism.

This milestone benefits the community you serve in
addition to honoring your dedication.”

As the Uganda Buddhist Centre prepares to celebrate its
20th anniversary later this year, this doctorate marks yet
another chapter in Bhante Buddharakkhita’s lifelong
devotion to transforming lives through the Dhamma and
education.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Ven. Dr.
Kaboggoza Buddharakkhita on this exceptional achieve-
ment. May his path continue to inspire countless seekers

on their spiritual journey.
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WARM WELCOME FOR BHANTE BUDDHARAKKHITA AFTER
EARNING PHD IN SRI LANKA

The Uganda Buddhist Centre was filled with joy
and pride as students, teachers, monastics, staff,
and well-wishers gathered to welcome home
Venerable Dr. Kaboggoza Buddharakkhita,
following his successful attainment of a Doctor-
ate of Philosophy from the University of Perad-
eniya in Sri Lanka.

The celebration marked not only the return of a
respected spiritual leader but also a symbolic
moment of aspiration and encouragement for
the entire community.

“Fourteen of us traveled to Sri Lanka to attend

the convocation,” Bhante shared. “I was warmly

welcomed back by the community from school
children and teachers to the staff at the Uganda
Buddhist Centre. Their joy at my achievement
shows how meaningful this is not only to me, but

to them as well.”

“It shows them that they too can aspire to higher education
and succeed.”
Bhante emphasized that his journey is more than personal

achievement it’s a trailblazing path for future generations.
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“My journey in Sri Lanka earning a bachelor’s, master’s, and PhD has created a trail for others to follow,” he said.
“Students from our high school and beyond now have a pathway. I will guide them on how to apply and thrive
there.”

He also reflected on Sri Lanka’s quality education system and the benefits it could bring to Ugandan learners.
“Uganda doesn’t always need to rely on foreign professionals. We can study abroad, return, and build our own
future here. That’s how real development happens.”

Bhante further noted that Sri Lankan engineers are already present in Uganda, building infrastructure such as
dams. His hope is that more Ugandans will be empowered to study engineering and other fields abroad and come

back to contribute meaningfully at home.

Among those who delivered congratulatory remarks was Viola Nakaiza, Head Prefect of the African Buddhist

High School.
“Today, we are here to welcome back our Bhante and celebrate his success,” she said. “On behalf of the student

body, I congratulate you. It has been a long journey, and we’re proud that you’ve reached this destination. You

are because we are.”
She acknowledged not only Bhante’s academic achievement but also his dedication to community service:

Uganda Buddhist Centre. These are all signs of his generosity, compassion, and love for humanity.
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On Augu;trc)ith,r 2025; the Uganda 7Budrd}7i;;
Centre (UBC) held the second celebration of its
20th Anniversary, a day filled with joy, reflection,
and gratitude. The event brought together
members of the UBC community, friends, and
distinguished guests, including a delegation
from the Buddhist Fellowship of Singapore, who
joined in honouring this milestone.

The program featured a range of activities that
reflected the Centre’s mission of nurturing
peace, compassion, and community service.
Participants engaged in meditation, chanting,
cultural performances, and reflections on UBC’s
two decades of growth. The presence of the

Buddhist Fellowship of Singapore highlighted

the spirit of international friendship and the
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growing bonds between Asian and African Buddhist commu-

nities.

A highlight of the day was the screening of a special video
documentary tracing the journey of the Uganda Buddhist
Centre from its humble beginnings in 2005 to its vibrant
presence in 2025. The film recounted the Centre’s early
challenges, achievements in education and community
development, and its growing role as a beacon of Buddhist
practice in Africa. For many, the documentary was a moving
reminder of how far the Centre has come and the lives it has
touched.

In his speech, Bro Lim Phang Hong, President of the Bud-
dhist Fellowship of Singapore, praised UBC’s example: “Your
efforts here in Uganda have become an inspiration to Bud-
dhists worldwide. We are honoured to walk alongside you in

this noble journey of compassion and peace.”
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The Guest of Honor described the Centre as a
symbol of resilience: “The Uganda Buddhist
Centre has stood for twenty years as a beacon of
hope. Its work in education, women empower-
ment, and interfaith harmony shows what is
possible when compassion leads the way.”

The celebration was further enriched by congrat-
ulatory messages from local and international
partners.

The Buddhist Summit extended warm greetings,
stating: “We congratulate the Uganda Buddhist
Centre on reaching this remarkable 20-year
milestone. Your dedication to spreading the
Dhamma in Africa and your unwavering commit-
ment to peace, compassion, and community

service are an inspiration to Buddhists across the

world.”

His Majesty King Oyo Nyimba Kabamba Iguru of Tooro
Kingdom also sent a message of goodwill, recognizing UBC’s
role in promoting peace, moral education, and cultural
respect in Uganda.

A special message came from the Union Theological Semi-
nary in the United States. The President, Rev. Dr. Serene
Jones, praised Bhante Buddharakkhita’s vision and UBC’s
achievements over the past two decades: “For twenty years,
the Uganda Buddhist Centre has stood as a sanctuary of
peace, learning, and humanitarian excellence. Your work in
education, healthcare, women’s empowerment, and environ-
mental stewardship has touched countless lives and inspired
communities far beyond Uganda. We celebrate your vision-
ary leadership and pray that this Anniversary marks the
beginning of even greater contributions to our shared

humanity.” 09
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I am eternally grateful to all our supporters
around the world who have supported the
Uganda Buddhist Center projects, like Com-
passion Care Center, to provide education,-
food and accommodation for the orphans.
And the Buddhist Peace Schools, preschool,
primary school, and African Buddhist High
School to help us educate children from our
community, who are underprivileged, and
do not have access to holistic education.

Through your support, women in our com-

munity have acquired skills that have enabled them to

earn income, sustain their families and take their chil-
dren to school.

We are grateful for all your continued support. And
also, I would like to welcome more support so that we
can continue to help people in Uganda.

Thank you very much. This is my blessing to you all.
May you have long healthy life, May you be happy, May
you be peaceful, May you have spiritual strength, May
you be free from suffering and its causes.

Sadhu, sadhu, sadhu.
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SUPPORTING UGANDA BUDDHIST CENTRE

UBC activities are made possible by many supporters from around the
world. Therefore, we are eternally grateful Buddhist Global Relief of
USA, Huong Tu Lovingkindness Foundation USA, Buddhist Fellowship
of Singapore, Tan Teo Charitable Foundation, and all our beloved
donors from around the world.

UBC still needs your support:

To maintain resident teachers/monastics

To maintain the Temple

To build monks accommodation facilities

To construct and operation of Buddhist Secondary School

How to Donate

1.For donors in the USA Donate Online

2.Please write out the Check/Cheque- Please follow the links below to make

to:Universal Virtue Buddhist Charities a secure donation online:

3 Please Write in the Memo of https://www.every.org/uganda-bud-

theCheck:Dana for Uganda Buddhist
Centre or Bhante Buddharakkhita
4. Please take a photocopy of thecheck

dhist-centre-ug
Please note that this payment gate-
way accepts 3D secure transactions

and send it via email: ugandabud-
dhistcentre@gmail.com

5. Please Mail the check to thephysical
address below:Universal Virtue Bud-
dhist CharitiesC/O Hung Pham10222
Larson Ave.Garden Grove, CA 92843

only. This means that only cards that
are Verified by Visa, and Mastercard
secure code will be accepted. If your
donation doesn’t go through, kindly
contact your bank to ensure you are
secured.

Use Wise or Xoom.

Thank you!
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