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The Uganda Buddhist Centre community
came together for a warm and lively cele-
bration to honor the birthday of its
founder and abbot, Venerable Dr. Kabog-
goza Buddharakkhita. The day brought
together students, teachers, monastics,
staff and friends to appreciate his life,
leadership and impact on the growth of
Buddhism in Uganda.

The event opened with a short medita-
tion session led by Venerable Ashin Pan-
dicca, reminding the community about
the value of a calm and disciplined mind.
He encouraged the learners to under-
stand the connection between body and
mind, and how meditation supports
better choices, emotional balance and a
peaceful life.

After the meditation, the celebration

shifted to tributes. Speakers from the
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Buddhist Peace School,

African Buddhist High
School and the monastic community expressed
admiration for Bhanteis guidance and dedication.
Many noted the privilege of learning directly from
the founder of the institution, something rare in
many schools around the world.Teachers shared
heartfelt messages through Mr. Ssemwanga
Charles, recognizing Bhante not only as a director,
but as a mentor and a living library whose experi-
ences and teachings inspire the learners. Students
highlighted his compassion, humility and commit-
ment to their future, thanking him for creating an
environment that nurtures both academic growth
and personal development.

One of the recurring themes in the messages was
Bhante Buddharakkhitais journey. Speakers
re ected on the determination that shaped his
path from his early education to becoming a

respected Buddhist leader.
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His story of studying in Africa, Asia and the
United States, and later teaching at Columbia
University, served as a reminder of what hard
work, intention and discipline can achieve.

In his remarks, Bhante expressed gratitude to
his mother for her role in his education and
upbringing. He encouraged students to honor
their parents by studying diligently and
making the best use of the opportunities
available to them. He also reaf rmed his
commitment to bringing the best of global
education to the UBC schools, drawing from
his experiences across three continents.
Bhante also thanked the teachers, monastics
and staff for their dedication to maintaining
high standards in the schools. He appreciated
the students for their good conduct and
encouraged them to continue striving for

excellence.

The celebration included moments of generosity as

Bhante offered gifts to the netball team and presented
the school with a snake and insect bite kit for the health
centre, emphasizing safety and readiness. Sports activi-
ties were also lined up for the afternoon, including
netball and football matches, adding a joyful and mem-
orable touch to the day.

Speakers reminded the community of the blessing of
having the founder present and active in the institution.
While many schools only read about their founders,
students at UBC schools are able to learn directly from
Bhanteis guidance, vision and lived example.

The event closed with gratitude, well-wishes and the
shared hope that Bhante Buddharakkhita continues to
enjoy good health, happiness and a long life as he
guides the Uganda Buddhist Centre. The celebration was
atrue re’ ection of community, appreciation and the

steady growth of the Buddhist movement in Uganda.
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UBC COMMUNITY MARKS KATINA DAY WITH

REFLECTION, GRATITUDE AND A RENEWED SENSE OF UNITY

The Uganda Buddhist Centre community gath-
ered for this yearis Katina Day, a ceremony that
carries deep meaning in the Buddhist tradition.
The celebration brought together monastics,
teachers, students, staff, families and friends for
amorning” lled with re’ ection, generosity and
teachings on living a peaceful and compassion-
ate life.

The event opened with welcoming remarks from
Venerable Pandicca, who reminded the audience
that while Buddhist festivals have an outer
meaning, their true value lies in their inner
meaning. He explained that ceremonies like
Kathina are not simply celebrations but opportu-
nities to deepen generosity, strengthen moral
discipline and cultivate mindfulness.

He emphasized that without this inner meaning,
festivals become empty events. With a warm and

patient tone, he encouraged everyone to carry

these principles into daily life, saying that even one precept,
such as refraining from killing, has the power to transform
families and communities.

After his message, the Kathina robe was carried around for
all present to touch, symbolizing the collective offering
made to the monastic community. This robe, offered once a
year, represents the shared generosity of the entire commu-
nity and is considered one of the most meaningful gifts a
layperson can offer. Once the robe returned to the front, the
community recited the traditional Pali verses and presented
the Katina offering to the Sangha.

Venerable Dr. Kaboggoza Buddharakkhita then gave his
Kathina talk, offering a rich blend of history, teaching and
personal experience. He explained the origins of the ceremo-
ny dating back 2,600 years, when monks stayed in one place
during the rainy season and practiced intensively. He shared
how the tradition grew out of compassion, discipline and the

wish to protect all forms of life.
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He reminded the community that, monks and laypeople depend on each other. Laypeople offer material
support, while the monastics offer spiritual nourishment through meditation, teaching and guidance. He
highlighted how this mutual support has shaped the Uganda Buddhist Centre, from providing water for
surrounding villages to establishing schools so that children no longer walk long dusty roads for education.
Bhante also re’ ected on the growth of the community, drawing parallels to his early days of teaching in
California, where Dhamma talks were translated into multiple languages so that everyone could understand.
He encouraged the community to keep strengthening unity, emphasizing that harmony is the foundation of all
progress at UBC.
The ceremony continued with messages of appreciation and the offering of blessings. Bhante extended
well-wishes to Primary Seven candidates preparing for their’ nal examinations, encouraging them to work
hard and aim high. He also acknowledged the international supporters who contributed to this yearis Katina
celebration, including the Vietnamese community in the United States.
The event concluded with the sharing of merit, symbolized by the pouring of water a reminder that generosity
° ows outward, nourishing others just as water nourishes a tree. The community chanted together, dedicating
happiness and peace to all beings, including departed family members and friends.
Katina Day closed with a renewed sense of gratitude, unity and purpose. For the Uganda Buddhist Centre, the
ceremony was more than a festival it was a moment to reaf rm shared values, strengthen bonds and carry the

spirit of generosity and peace into everyday life.

04



DI GLAYL

MYANMAR DELEGATION VISITS UGANDA BUDDHIST CENTRE,
DONATES ROBES AND REQUISITES TO THE SANGHA

The Uganda Buddhist Centre (UBC) was honored to receive a special visit from a high-level delegation from the
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Republic of the Union of Myanmar. The delegation was led by His Excellency U Than Swe, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, accompanied by His Excellency Kyaw Tin Shein, Ambassador of Myanmar to Egypt, together with several
senior of cials.

The visit underscored the growing friendship between Myanmar and the Uganda Buddhist Centre, founded on a
shared commitment to preserving and spreading the Buddhais teachings. The delegation toured the Centreis
facilities, met members of the monastic community, and expressed appreciation for UBCis work in promoting
peace, spiritual education, and community development in Uganda.

During their visit, the delegation offered robes and other requisites to the UBC Sangha, a gesture received with
heartfelt gratitude. This act of generosity re’ ects the long-standing Buddhist tradition of supporting monastics
so they may continue guiding and serving their communities.

In their remarks, the of cials reaf rmed Myanmargs ongoing support for the Uganda Buddhist Centregs mission to
nurture the Dhamma in Africa. They commended the Centreis growing impact through its education programs,
youth initiatives, and humanitarian outreach, encouraging continued efforts to expand these activities and
strengthen international collaboration.

Venerable Bhante Buddharakkhita, Founder and Abbot of the Uganda Buddhist Centre, expressed his sincere
appreciation for the delegationis generosity and goodwill. He highlighted the spiritual bond between Myanmar
and Uganda, noting that such exchanges deepen mutual understanding and inspire collective efforts to share the

Dhamma across cultures.
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'FORTUNA UGANDA SUPPORTS UBC SCHOOLS WIT
GENEROUS DONATION OF LEARNING MATERIALS

Fortuna Uganda, led by Mr. Shyam Krishna Manandhar, donated essential school supplies to the Buddhist Peace
Nursery School, Buddhist Peace Primary School, and the African Buddhist High School in Garuga.

The donation was welcomed with appreciation from teachers, learners, and administrators who described the
gesture as timely and deeply thoughtful. The supplies will support classroom learning, ease daily challenges, and
contribute to the Centreis broader mission of nurturing young people who are educated, compassionate, and
mindful.

Mr. Ssemwanga Charles on behalf of Buddhist Peace Primary School thanked Fortuna Uganda for the support,
noting that the contribution strengthens the Centreis work across its schools. iWe are truly grateful for this
generosity. These materials will go a long way in shaping a better learning environment for our students and in
supporting our dedicated teachers,T he shared.

The event brought together community members, teachers, and students who re’ ected on the importance of
generosity. Mr Ssemwanga also reminded everyone that giving carries a powerful blessing. iBlessed is the hand
that gives,y he said. GAlthough the students are the direct bené ciaries, this gift has lifted the burden for teachers
and parents as well.T

Students expressed their excitement and gratitude. A student representative thanked Fortuna Uganda on behalf
of the three schools, saying the new materials would motivate them to study with con dence. She also added that
the donation would improve their daily school experience and offered blessings for the continued success of

Fortuna Uganda.




Ven. Pandicca, also linked the event to the values shared by both Buddhist and African traditions. The act of
giving is central to the Buddhist virtue of dana, while the philosophy of Ubuntu teaches that communities grow
stronger through mutual care. Fortuna Ugandags support, beautifully re” ected both principles.

He also closed the event with a heartfelt blessing: GAs you have opened your hand to support us, may it be re lled
with abundance. May Fortuna Uganda continue to prosper through the power of generosity.T

The Uganda Buddhist Centre remains committed to building a peaceful and compassionate society, and gestures

like this continue to strengthen its educational mission and its impact in the community.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoQFFUGq1D9ag-Z0L7Eif1PCv7NfvWRZPvLmF0yLVjeDWXqg/viewform










