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The Uganda Buddhist Centre (UBC) is 

preparing to host its largest Annual 

Peace Training Camp since the program 

first began, with a remarkable 270 chil-

dren registered for the 2025 edition. The 

camp, themed “Obuntu Bulamu – A 

Transformative Journey for Young Boys 

and Girls,” continues to grow as one of 

UBC�s signature initiatives in nurturing 

ethical conduct, compassion, and com-

munity values among young people.

What makes this year especially signifi-

cant is not just the high enrolment but 

the extraordinary journey that brought 

the camp to this moment.

The Annual Peace Training Camp started 

years ago with only three children, driven 

by a vision to instil African and Buddhist values of 

peace, discipline, empathy, and communal respon-

sibility in young minds. However, the early stages 

were met with challenges.

Accommodation was extremely limited, with space 

for only two children and yet we had received three 

children. One child had to be reluctantly sent back 

home due to lack of sleeping space. But in a power-

ful sign of dedication and longing for peace train-

ing, the little boy refused to leave only to be 

discovered hiding because he desperately wanted 

to stay.

This touching moment revealed both the deep 

need and the tremendous potential of the camp. 

Still, with inadequate facilities, the program was 

paused.
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The camp was revived only after UBC expand-

ed its facilities, finally creating enough space 

for children to live, learn, and grow in a safe 

and nurturing environment. Improved 

accommodation opened the doors once again 

and slowly; participation began to rise year 

after year.

Fast-forward to today, the camp has blos-

somed into a transformative ethical training 

experience that attracts hundreds of children 

from various communities. The 2025 edition 

of the camp marks a historic moment with 

270 children registered, the highest number 

ever in the program’s history. This over-

whelming interest reflects the community’s 

trust in UBC’s mission and the growing 

appreciation of values like: 

Generosity 

Obedience and humility 

Sense of community 

Excellent communication skills

The camp offers more than just training it provides a safe 

space for personal growth, meditation, storytelling, ethi-

cal guidance, and cultural connection. Through African 

Obuntu values and Buddhist ethical teachings, children 

are guided on how to cultivate peace within themselves, 

their families, and wider Ugandan society.

The Annual Peace Training Camp stands today not only 

as an educational program but as a beacon of hope show-

ing what is possible when compassion, vision, and perse-

verance come together. From a humble beginning with 

three children and no beds, the camp has grown into a 

life-shaping experience for hundreds of young Ugandans.

As UBC prepares to welcome the 270 participants for this 

transformative journey, the message is clear: peace 

grows when seeds are planted in the hearts of children.
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The expansion of African Buddhist High School 

is more than a construction project; it is the 

continuation of a vision born from compassion 

and deep concern for the well-being of children 

in the community.

Years ago, as Bhante Buddharakkhita walked the 

dusty roads near the Uganda Buddhist Centre, he 

witnessed young learners traveling long distanc-

es to school, covered in dust, tired, and often 

discouraged. At that time, schools were very far 

from the village, and many children struggled 

daily just to access education.

From this experience, a powerful vision was born 

to bring education closer to the community, so 

that learning would not be a burden, but a 

blessing.

This vision gave rise to three institutions:

� Buddhist Peace Nursery School

� Buddhist Peace Primary School

• African Buddhist High School

A unique commitment defines these schools:

All learners across the three schools receive a 60% scholar-

ship, ensuring that education is accessible to families who 

would otherwise be unable to afford quality schooling. This 

is a living example of education guided by compassion, 

generosity, and service.

Today, African Buddhist High School is growing. The founda-

tion works shown in the photos represent the first step in 

building new classrooms and learning spaces. These founda-

tions symbolize strong roots foundations laid not only in the 

soil, but in the future of hundreds of learners.

Looking ahead, Buddhist Peace Nursery School will begin 

construction of its permanent buildings next year, strength-

ening the pathway of education from early childhood 

through secondary level.
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The Uganda Buddhist Centre was honored to be highlighted in the first session of an inspiring global 

dialogue led by Indigenous Commons. The conversation featured Dr. Bhante Buddharakkhita in an 

interview with Indigenous Commons Elder Kinmaker and Matricultural Visionary, Skeena Rathor.

The session left many feeling deeply moved, with heartfelt reflections on Bhante’s life, his founding of 

the Uganda Buddhist Centre, and the spiritual significance of protecting the sacred shores of Nalubaale 

(Lake Victoria), where the Centre now stands.

Skeena offered a powerful tribute to Bhante’s work, saying:

“It is quite breathtaking to think that you are now there, tending to the healing quality, tending to the 

repair, tending to the rematriation, tending to the nervous system of the world where it all began. In 

Nalubaale.”

The conversation explored Bhante’s personal journey, his vision for Buddhist practice in Africa, and the 

global responsibility of safeguarding spaces dedicated to healing, peace, and mindful living. It also 

highlighted what is at stake as the Centre continues to grow as a sanctuary for compassion and spiritual 

development.

Those who missed the live session are encouraged to watch the full discussion and experience this 

thoughtful exchange for themselves:

� Watch the full interview here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mpmfx-

CrxI5k&list=PLDz1Us2tjM9-zfVp-8VW0AwnBDxDhIDIQ&index=4

UGANDA BUDDHIST CENTRE FEATURES IN GLOBAL 

INDIGENOUS COMMONS CONVERSATION
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https://youtu.be/MpmfxCrxI5k?si=lHJGzujEP8DL19Mn


India & Nepal March 2026 In a rare and transformative opportunity for spiritual seekers around the world, Retre-

aTours, in collaboration with Tricycle: The Buddhist Review, has announced the return of its acclaimed pilgrim-

age, Walk with the Buddha. The 2026 edition will be led by Venerable Bhante Buddharakkhita, founder of the 

Uganda Buddhist Centre and one of Africa’s pioneering voices in engaged Buddhism.

Running from March 8 to 21, 2026, this immersive journey invites participants to trace the footsteps of the 

Buddha himself from his birthplace in Lumbini to his enlightenment under the Bodhi tree in Bodhgaya, to his first 

teaching in Sarnath, and finally, to his peaceful passing in Kushinagar.

For those seeking an extended spiritual experience, an optional post-tour extension in Kathmandu, Nepal, will 

run through March 24, offering time for reflection, exploration, and community connection.

This is more than a pilgrimage; it is a profound return to the roots of the Dhamma, says Ven. Bhante Buddharak-

khita. It’s an invitation to connect deeply with the teachings in the very places where they were first shared.

WALK IN THE BUDDHA�S FOOTSTEPS: SECURE YOUR SPOT 

FOR THE 2026 INDIA & NEPAL PILGRIMAGE.
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VENERABLE DR. KABOGGOZA BUDDHARAKKHITA
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoQFFUGq1D9ag-Z0L7Eif1PCv7NfvWRZPvLmF0yLVjeDWXqg/viewform







